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LEEDS SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL
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Kirkstall Abbey Cloisters, Kirkstall Abbey, Leeds

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers

An English King faces the entire French army at the Shakespeare’s brilliant comedy of cross dressing
battle of Agincourt. Shakespeare’s most compelling and courtly love. An evening of wonderful wit
history is a true story of adversity, heroism and and moving romance in a beautiful open air setting.

glorious victory in the face of overwhelming odds. All the world'’s a stage

Cry, "God for Harry, England, and Saint George!

After playing Martin Fowler in BBC1’s EastEnders for ten years, JAMES ALEXANDROU makes both his theatrical and
Shakespearean debut with these productions playing Orlando, a son of Sir Rowland de Boys in As You Like It, and Pistol,

a soldier in the King’s army in Henry V. James attended the Anna Scher Theatre in Islington from the age of eight,

and arrived on the set of EastEnders at the age of 11. At 19, he attended the New York Film Academy to study film-making,
and at 21 left Albert Square behind. After attending a short course at the Central School of Speech and Drama, James
landed a role in Harold Pinter’s The Homecoming for BBC Radio 4, with a cast that included Pinter himself, as well as
Michael Gambon, Rupert Graves, Samuel West and Gina McKee.

STACEY ROCA, best known for her role as Rachel in the second series of The Office, joins the British Shakespeare Company
as Isabel, Queen of France in Henry V, and Celia, daughter of Duke Frederick, later disguised as Aliena, in As You Like It.
Stacey did a three year course in classical theatre acting at Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic Art. She then went
straight into her West End debut, playing the lead in Closer To Heaven, a musical co-written by the Pet Shop Boys and
Jonathan Harvey. Her television debut in The Office soon followed. She has since been working extensively in television
and film; her last project was playing a series regular in Kay Mellor’s Strictly Gonfidential on ITV1.

The British Shakespeare Company is the UK’s leading exponent of magical open-air theatre. Kirkstall Abbey Cloisters
provides an idyllic setting for two of Shakespeare’s most popular plays Henry V and As You Like It. Henry V is Shakespeare’s
most powerful, popular and compelling history play and As You Like It his wittiest and best-loved romantic comedy.

These productions are performed in beautiful Elizabethan costumes by a cast of 16 of Britain’s finest professional
Shakespearian actors. They will include live music, action, exciting sword fights and hilarious comedy, all set in the
stunning natural surroundings that Shakespeare intended for his plays.

For over a thousand years companies have created theatres in the centre of towns, erecting a pageant wagon or scaffolding
stage, and performing great historical and classical drama for a mass audience. Shakespeare himself, whilst growing up in
Stratford-upon-Avon, would have witnessed such companies performing in the heart of his home town. Wishing to continue
this exciting and accessible tradition, actor-manager, Robert J Williamson founded The British Shakespeare Company

13 years ago, and has achieved consistent critical acclaim for its productions ever since.

A magical open-air festival of love, laughter and amorous adventure, performed by a company that continues to delight
audiences and critics alike.

James Alexandrou, Stacey Roca and Robert J Williamson are available for interview.

“A spellbinding and rewarding night out... better than the RSC... simply a triumph” YORKSHIRE POST
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FACILITIES / SEATING
Covered seating. Picnics welcome. Disabled access and toilets. Doors and licensed bar open 1 hour before performance.
NOTE: Our licence and insurance does not allow outside alcohol to be brought on site. Book early as many performances will sell out.

TIMES
Evenings 7.30pm. Saturday matinees 3pm.

HOW TO BOOK
The City Centre Box Office, The Carriageworks, 3 Millennium Square, Leeds LS2 3A Tel: 0113 224 3801
Gateway Yorkshire, Leeds Tourist Information, The Arcade, PO Box 244, Leeds LS1 1PL Tel: 0113 242 5242

TICKET PRICES

In advance: Sunday to Thursday £15 to £22, Friday & Saturday £18 to £25.

On the door: Tickets sold on the door will be subject to a £3 fee.

Concessions: £3 off (senior citizens, full time students, under 16's, job seekers). Children under 4 free. No concessions saturday.

GROUP BOOKINGS

Bookings of 10 or more tickets recieve a 10% discount. Please contact robert@britishshakespearecompany.com

and we will do everything we can to meet your needs or call the box office. Perfect for school trips, birthdays, work outings,
company celebrations.

CORPORATE HOSPITALITY
We can meet any of your corporate needs from private areas to food and drinks. You can even have a visit from
members of the cast. We would be delighted to help you organise your special event.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
http://www.britishshakespearecompany.com

PRESS
To arrange press tickets, interviews, competitions, cast photographs or additional information, please contact:

Helen Maleed on 020 7732 4624 Mobile 07986 235 855
Email: helen@greendesk.demon.co.uk

Print quality photographs available to download at:
http//:www.britishshakespearecompany.com/press.html

Many thanks in advance for any support you may be able to offer



